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that suggests the activities of a mole-catcher, if I
may appropriate a phrase which I once heard Mr Max
Beerbohm use about politicians.

This is not at all difficult to do under modern
conditions. As Mr Graham Wallas has pointed out:
"If the rich people in any modern state think
it worth their while, in order to secure a tariff, or
legalise a trust, or impose a confiscatory tax, to
subscribe a third of their income to a political fund,
no Corrupt Practices Act yet invented would pre-
vent them spreading it. If they did so, there is so
much skill to be bought, and the art of using skill
for the production of emotion and opinion has
so advanced, that the whole condition of political
contests could be changed for the future. No
existing party, unless it enormously increased its
own fund or discovered some other source of
political strength, would have any chance of
permanent success."1

The same writer then analyses in a masterly way
the manner in which the political opinions of the
mob can be manufactured. The political opinions
of most men are the result " not of reasoning tested
by experience, but unconscious or half-conscious
inference fixed by habit. It is indeed mainly in
the formation of tracts of thought that habit shows
its power in politics." 2

I need only refer any person who has not read the
book to the book itself, in which Mr Graham Wallas
shows how political opinions can be created by a
constant repetition of posters and advertisements of

1 Human Nature in Politics, p. 5.   2nd edition.    London, IQIO.
*0p.cit.,p. 103.